News

No. 10 - SEPTEMBER 2020

A nice manufacturer’s photograph of a simple design – a Park Royal body on a Leyland Atlantean chassis for
Stockton Corporation. A15 (NPT 215D) was new in 1966 and passed with the Stockton operation to the
newly-formed Teesside Municipal Transport undertaking two years later. Local Government reorganisation
saw TMT become Cleveland Transit in 1974 and the Atlantean was withdrawn and sold for scrap in 1980 –
a pretty good innings (Park Royal Vehicles, ref PR01/79708).
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Health Emergency Update
At the time of publication, unfortunately our Centres remain closed to visitors due to the requirement to
maintain social distancing within buildings. We have a restricted number of volunteers coming into Walsall,
Droitwich and our storage facility at Telford to keep things ticking over, and at Acton we are not yet able to
gain access.
We realise that many people would like to visit us, to do research and to look at the tremendous collections
we hold, but quite clearly the health of our staff and volunteers comes first, particularly as many are in the ‘at
risk’ age group.
Any change to the situation will be advertised on our website and Facebook page, and we are keeping a list
of people who would like to be notified direct – contact us by one of the usual ways (see page 12).

Thank You for Being a Friend
Many thanks to those people who have joined the ranks of The Friends of The Bus Archive in response to
our appeal last time. Just a reminder that if you would like to support us financially, details are on our website
or get in touch with us.

Railway Corner
Here we have The Great Eastern Railway
Magazine, of which we have an excellent run
of bound volumes from 1911 to 1921. It is
really a staff newspaper.
This edition is from exactly 100 years ago September 1920 - and the lead feature is on
Carriage Trimming, “By Our Own
Correspondent”.
There are illustrations of the Cutting-Out
Room, the Machinists’ Room, and even the
Hair Carding Room.
The feature is quite fascinating in its own
right, but the Magazine is a high quality
publication - very informative and
professional.
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BusMart

One of the ways you can support The Bus Archive is through the purchase of surplus material from our
collections – mainly timetables and publicity but also books and other publications. It’s a very important part
of our income.
When we receive a donation, for example a timetable, we check whether we already have it in our collection.
If we don’t then it is quickly added, but if we do we compare the condition against the item we already have
and then retain the one in best condition. The one not in best condition can mean only very slightly worn of
course, we don’t sell material which is falling apart!
These surplus items are sold through a variety of outlets. The first call is our ‘BusMart’ catalogue, published
four times each year and distributed to Friends of the Archive and members of the Omnibus Society.
Items which remain unsold after a period are then placed on our new ‘BusMart’ website.
The website is in its early stages at the moment, and carries only static lists, but we hope to improve upon
this soon.
Go to www.busmart.org.uk

Photo Sales
You can also support us by purchasing
photographs: Our very extensive collections
are being marketed through the Omnibus
Society at two websites:
http://www.theomnibussociety.zenfolio.com/
and
http://www.thetransportlibrary.co.uk/
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London United Tramways
– Merit and Demerit System
In a people-dominated industry such as buses, the question of how to reward and if necessary punish staff has
been there from the start. Today, there is a legal requirement to have a formal disciplinary procedure but
rather less attention on the issue of reward and praise.
In 1910, London United Tramways introduced a “Merit & Demerit System” to address these issues, a system
“approved” by A H Stanley, Managing Director who of course, as Lord Ashfield, would go on to be first
Chairman of London Transport. It deals with the merit side very quickly, it being noted that five merit marks
would be given for every six month period when there are no demerits, in addition these could be earned by
“a man doing an action which is of benefit to the Company” such as clearing the track and maintaining service
in the event of a breakdown.
The Demerits are rather more fully described, and include entering a public house when on duty (20 marks),
“consenting to another man signing Daily Time Sheet for him” (5), paying in short (1) and there seems to be
particular focus on being “absent without leave on any day during [a] Bank Holiday period” (20).
There was inevitably a totting-up to be done, and if a balance of 60 demerit marks was accumulated in the
first two years then dismissal would follow; you could get away with double for 8-10 years service.
An interesting piece of social history.
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Express Services in the 1930s
When processing material to store in our collections, sometimes a theme emerges suddenly and a few weeks
ago it seemed like 1930s coach services material was the thing.
The start was a series of official Brush photographs which includes this magnificent AEC Regal for Orange
Bros. originally of Bedlington, Northumberland (not to be confused with Orange Luxury Coaches of Ewer
Group fame), but by this stage it was a subsidiary of United Automobile Services. Coincidentally, an undated
timetable for the Orange Bros London – Newcastle – Edinburgh – Glasgow service also came into our
possession, featuring a simple line drawing of a much more basic vehicle. Both are reminders of a slower,
perhaps more comfortable age of coaching.

And then we discovered a charming timetable leaflet for Eastern
Motorways of Norwich – Quality Coach Services – proprietors
Harrison & Ives.

This particular leaflet
seems to be targeted
at
the
London
market,
and
in
addition
to
the
timings it shows a
map of the company’s
quite extensive route
network.
There are some
famous names acting
as London agents,
including
Keith
Prowse which still
exists today as a
corporate
events
ticket outlet.
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Facebook posts
We continue to post on Facebook three times each week (@thebusarchive, or if you aren’t on Facebook you
can still view our page on www.facebook.com/thebusarchive) and we now have around 3,200 followers.
Here are a few of the most popular posts from the last three months.

Two Austin K4s with Samlesbury bodies owned by Ashlunds of
Great Harwood but in the livery of parent company Robinson of
Great Harwood. They ran for Ashlunds for only two years – 1950
and 1951 – which again gives us a pretty accurate date for this
charming period shot, believed to be at The Warren House Inn
on Dartmoor. (Photographer Alan Townsin).

A great shot of Dingwall Station which we were able to date
between 1946 and 1947, as that was the period when Strachansbodied Guy Arab 38 (BST 326) and Albion PMA28 49 (ST 6198)
were both in service. The Cowieson-bodied Albion PW141 is a
bonus. (Photographer Alan Mace).

Alder Valley received a large batch of ECW bodied Bristol VRs
which had originally been destined for South Wales. Here, 631
(HJB 451W) leaves Aylesbury’s Friar Square for High Wycombe
in April 1986, still wearing the Chilternlink marketing identity
adopted joint with London Country for services in South
Buckinghamshire. (Photographer Peter Taplin).

Against the familiar backdrop of Paragon Station, here is Kingston
upon Hull Corporation Transport Metrobus 517 (SAG 517W).
Behind is an older Roe bodied Atlantean, more typical of that fleet
at the time. We understand that this bus ended its days in
open-top form in Newcastle. (Photographer Peter Taplin).
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The latest PSV Circle Fleet History is of the individualistic
independent operator Hants & Sussex. FCG 523 was one of
several Leyland PD1 double deckers with Northern Coach Builders
bodies purchased in the optimistic days of the late 1940s. The
envisaged commercial opportunities failed to materialise however
and the ‘deckers were soon sold off, although this example survived
until 1955 when it passed to Stonier of Goldenhill. (Photographer
V C Jones).

Perhaps the most unusual vehicle to feature in Bus Archive News
– KOM 150 was a Daimler CVD6SD with bodywork by Wilsdon
of Solihull, a part of Associated British Foods. It was new to the
Birmingham Post & Mail and was a mobile printing works –
affectionately known as “Mabel”. It is seen here in May 1973 still
hard at work and now is preserved with the Coventry Transport
Museum. (Photographer Peter Nichols, copyright The Bus Archive).

FTC 849J was a Willowbrook-bodied Ford R192 which was new
to Bowman of Craignure, Mull and looks rather grand in sparkling
paintwork and chrome. This body was popular on both Ford and
Bedford chassis in the early days of New Bus Grant – but why the
Lancashire registration? (Photographer Harry Hay).

An atmospheric shot of Rotherham, focusing on an East Lancs
(centre entrance) bodied Bristol L5G of the municipal, 118 (FET
818) from the early postwar period when Bristol products were
available on the open market (Photographer Roy Marshall).

A great London lineup at Stevensons of Uttoxeter – former London
Transport RTL KLB 908 (which we suspect was then already in
preservation), former Northern General Routemaster RCN 699
receiving attention and Daimler Fleetline THM 708M.
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5th British Coach Rally
A very interesting – and revealing – ‘Route Card’ from the British Coach Rally held in 1959 at Brighton. This
one is for Orange Luxury Coaches (registration WXC 342 – a Harrington bodied Bedford SB8) driven by
Driver W Christmas.
The average speed of the route from Victoria Coach Station to the south coast resort is 24 miles per hour
and the timings were made to the nearest half-minute, and 30 minutes was allowed for a refreshment stop
en route.
Perhaps the most revealing piece of ‘unwitting testimony’ is on the top left corner of the scorecard, that the
VCS clock is always kept 2 mins slow!
Incredibly, there is a film of the event on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qOwkjfzYUQ
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Dennis Lancet UF
Dennis was quite a popular chassis manufacturer
up to the 1940s (and of course is now part of
Alexander Dennis) but it was one of several which
didn’t manage the changing trends of the following
decade well. The front-engined ‘Lancet’ chassis
was popular, but its first attempt to satisfy the
need for underfloor-engines (and so greater
seating capacity) was the Dominant which was
over-engineered and got no further than a
prototype and a demonstrator.
There was then a reversion to a simpler product
and in an attempt to reassure, the Lancet name
was re-used but with a “UF” (underfloor) suffix.
171 were eventually built, but the glory days of
the original Lancet were gone.
This is a Driver’s Handbook for the Lancet UF, an
edition printed for East Kent which was the
biggest customer with 30. Although intended for
drivers (and just look at that gearbox
configuration) it also included what can only be
described as a comprehensive lubrication chart.
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Brainteaser text
We have just catalogued a very comprehensive collection of the Pontypridd municipality (including its later
incarnation as Taff Ely) donated to us by Alex Wilson, its last General Manager. This includes a full run of
Transport Department Minutes and many internal records, but we don’t think anything can beat this
“Examination for Appointment of Relief Inspector”.
If you have a spare couple of days (not the 90 minutes allowed here) you may wish to tackle this. But don’t
bother to write in, we haven’t found the answer sheet and we can’t work out any of the answers!
It’s quite an extraordinary piece of social history, that candidates were expected to work out these sorts of
calculations.
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Odds and Ends
Local Opposition
Competition in the bus world is, of course,
nothing new and in the pre-regulated
world of 1930 (the Road Traffic Act of
that year not coming into effect until 1931)
there was constant vigilance.
The Birmingham and Midland Motor
Omnibus Company Limited (BMMO) even
had a form (reference NA 1343 for those
interested) printed up to report on
happenings. In this particular instance, it
seems that a new Leyland Tiger operated
by Messrs Allen of Mount Sorrel is being
reported.

Disgruntled of Welshpool
We will be eternally grateful to the small
band of Omnibus Society members who
built the foundations of our current very
comprehensive timetable library. In
addition to collecting timetables on their
travels, many of them also actively traced
operators and wrote to them, requesting
copies. Here, John Fielder of Wimbledon
seems to have got a reply he wasn’t
bargaining for, from a highly suspicious
Tudor’s Garage of Welshpool!

How to Explore
Our Collections
Our catalogue is available online at
www.busarchive.org.uk

Why not use some time to look up what we hold on your favourite
operators and manufacturers? You can then look at them in person
at our centres when the health emergency is over.

This newsletter is published by
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall,
WS1 3EB. Registered as a charity in England and
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