























East Yorkshire and its antecedents (continued)

(Right) An artistic shot of a Windovers-
bodied Leyland Royal Tiger. It purports
to be NRH 654 but it is clear that the
registration has been retouched.

(Below) Two wartime Guy Arab double
deckers with postwar Roe bodies pass at
the Midland Street/Anlaby Road junction
in central Hull.

(Below right) Everingham Brothers of
Pocklington was taken over at the end of
1953 and the acquired fleet included this
AEC Regal with Barnaby body, although
it was not used by EYMS. The photograph
is an official AEC shot from 1938 when
the Regal was new, and is ‘taken at
Warter Priory’.

Binnington’s Motors of Willerby were taken over by EYMS in 1932.
This shot from three years earlier must include most of the fleet!
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Railways — the American Way
by Bob Carr

If you were running a US railroad in 1919 you just had to
have the two-volume set of Car Builders’ Dictionary and
Cyclopedia (1,334 pages) and Locomotive Dictionary and
Cyclopedia (1,284 pages) — and we are fortunate to have
copies of both, which came to us from the Department of
Transport’s historic library.

In terms of rolling stock and engines, these volumes have
all the details for construction and maintenance, from the
detailed (to |/16th of an inch!) layout of a 40ft Postal Car
to an Armed Railway Mount of a 14-inch 50-caliber Naval
Gun capable of throwing a 1450lb projectile 30 miles.
Anything and everything is advertised — there are luggage
racks and light fittings, vacuum cleaners and fire
extinguishers, springs and brackets, bogies and wheels,
freight cars and passenger saloons, and everything in
between.
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Railways — the American Way (continued)
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Of course, the US is famous for its engines and some of the finest railway photographs ever
taken, huge monsters rushing through the night across the vast plains. Perhaps not the biggest
engine ever built, but here you will find the 380-ton Mallet Articulated-Triplex (2-8-8-8-4), 91
feet 3 inches long and a trailer capacity of 13,000 gallons of water and |2 tons of coal.

Early movies just loved a Buster Keaton style drama of a chase along miles of track, so there’s
a Buda No.| Hand Cart ready for action.

Then there’s the very important areas of quality and safety, and once again these two volumes
tell the engineering staff all they need to know about testing, lubrication, replacement and
maintenance. e

Fig. 2660—No. 1 Hand Car
The Buda Comparfly

Life has changed a lot since them, but these two volumes can give you a misty-eyed glimpse of
one of the greatest railways systems ever. Next time you are at the Archive, have a browse!
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CITY OF

Appointment of Liverpool General Manager - 1933 -

We have discovered in our collections
a highly detailed document, created by
‘City of Liverpool Tramways and
Motor Omnibus Undertaking’ and
entitled ‘Tabulation of Preliminary
Selection of Applications Received'. It
is dated September 1933 and authored
by Walter Moon, the Town Clerk.

The context to the document was that
the previous General Manager, Mr P
Priestley, had died in post earlier in
1933. His deputy, Clifford G Jackson,
was serving as Acting General Manager
whilst the post was advertised. This
document (double foolscap, 162" x
26'2” in size) is the equivalent of
today’s spreadsheet and gives details
of the 25 applicants.

It is an interesting snapshot of the
times and of the municipal transport
sector. It is also an indication of the
importance  of the Liverpool
undertaking that existing General
Managers (GM) of | | other municipals
applied, as did one with a ‘second tier’
post at Manchester, and two internal
applicants from the Liverpool
authority itself. Four others held GM
or managing director posts in the
private sector, and two worked for
the fledgling London Transport.

However, it is perhaps some of the
other candidates which are most
interesting.

e 32-year old Horace Bottomley was
then Chief Assistant to the MD at
Ribble, and would go on to be GM
there himself from 1944 until his

Two of Liverpool’s Green Goddess trams, in front of the
Port of Liverpool building at Pier Head.
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Here is a full list of the candidates, repeated in the knowledge that they are all
now deceased and so GDPR will not apply!

Name

Then Current Position

Subsequent career

Percy A Alexander

Divisional Superintendent,

North West Area,
London Transport

Not traced

John A Baker

GM South Shields

Left South Shields in 1934 and became transport manager
with Pilkington Bros.

Percival ] Baker

GM Southampton

Retired from Southampton in 1954

H Bottomley Chief Assistant to MD of Ribble GM of Ribble from 1944, died in post 1962

William Forbes GM Cardiff Still at Cardiff on his death in 1940

Robert D Griffith GM lIrish Omnibus Co. Not traced

J L Gunn GM Aberdeen Became GM at Nottingham in 1934 (in succession to Marks).

Died in post in 1940

Robert B Herbert

GM Greenock MS

Still in post at Greenock, 1936.

Charles A Hopkins

GM Sunderland

Still at Sunderland on his death in 1948

E B Hutchinson Founder of UAS Not traced

Clement Jackson GM Plymouth Still at Plymouth on his death in 1955

Clifford G Jackson Acting GM Liverpool Not traced

Walter Luff GM Blackpool Retired from Blackpool in 1954, died in 1969.

Walter G Marks GM Nottingham Appointed. Retired in 1948 and died in 1968.

William Vane Morland  GM Leeds Retired from Leeds in 1949 and died in 1962.

Duncan P Morrison GM Hull Became GM at Bournemouth in 1935; died in post in 1948.

E S Mountain

GM Sunderland District

Not traced

death eighteen years later;

Robert R Pecorini Assistant Staff Superintendent

(Central) London Transport ~ Not traced
e E B Hutchinson had been the founder Chaltles R Rac!clyffe M‘D South Foast E.ngineers Not traced
A i A . Percival ] Robinson City Electrical Engineer,
of United Automobile Services in Liverpool Not traced
1912, relinquishing the post of GM George Rushton Previously GM
of Underground Group Not traced

when the company was sold to

Tilling/BAT and LNER in 1929; Charles R Taltam

Owen W | Watson

GM Bradford
Senior Engineer,
Roads Department,

Retired from Bradford in 1951, died 1966.

e John Spencer Wills, then an obviously Ministry of Transport Not traced
.. William C Walley Motor Bus Superintendent,
ambitious 29-year-old who was Manchester Not traced

already a portfolio director at BET John Spencer Wills Portfolio director, BET Became Chairman of BET, knighted. Died 1991.
and who would go on to be its
chairman, collecting a knighthood

along the way.

In the end, the post went to Walter Marks of Nottingham who held office until his
retirement |15 years later.
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Your Collections

If you have used the lockdown to have a good sort-out of your collections, we would be delighted to hear from you about any
surplus material you have — your own research, books, magazines, photographs, just about anything.

Our procedure in handling donated collections is:

° If we don’t already have something, we will add it to our collections;

° If we do have it then we will sell it to the benefit of our charity.

It’s a good way to support us!

Don’t forget digital! with Stephen Morris

Retired transport journalist Stephen
Morris has recently passed on his
digital photos to The Bus Archive. You
might like to consider doing the same.

The Bus Archive is the most amazing
resource, with over a million photographs
and a similar number of documents
relating to the bus industry. Conserving,
cataloguing and curating such a massive
collection is a skilled and onerous business
undertaken by a marvellous team of
dedicated volunteers.

A major challenge for any archive is that
history does not stand still: and the history
of the 2Ist century is recorded far more
on digital media than the paper or film
than previous generations. This is an issue
to which conservationists need to adapt,
not just in the future but right now. The
revolution in photography, away from
celluloid, silver nitrate and paper which
had served well for 150 years to pixels and
megapixels stored and displayed in forms
we would never have thought possible
even in the later decades of the previous
century, means that the traditional
methods of archiving photographs will no
longer apply in the 21st century.

It’s easy to think of the digital era in
photography being something that just
captures the modern age and is therefore
of little interest to an archive committed
to conserving the history of the bus
industry. But history never stops, and if
you take a look back at the digital
photographs you took |5 to 20 years ago
you will quickly realise, while it feels like
yesterday, it was another world.

The heyday of private operators has been
and gone and there are new players such
as Rotala and Transdev. Buses
commonplace, even new, then have been
driven off the road by accessibility
legislation and even the first generation of
fully accessible buses has been and gone.
The typical First, Stagecoach and Arriva
bus of 2001 bears little resemblance to its
counterpart in 2021. The new kid on the
block even of the 2010s, the Hybrid bus,
has proved less the white heat of future
technology and is now rather more of a
white elephant.

Another bygone local authority operator;
Thamesdown is now part of Go-Ahead. The
Dennis Dart SPD with bonded glazing was
almost state of the art at the time.

All of these developments need to be
recorded and archived. As do 2020s
developments; the coming of age of the
battery bus — and that may turn out to
be yesterday’s technology depending on
what happens with hydrogen — the
strange sights of buses driven by masked
drivers and carrying signs to limit capacity;
things that tell their own snapshot of the
wonderful mosaic that is the history of the
bus, playing its part in the fabric of a wider
society.

Alongside slowly gathering up thousands
of prints and slides for the Bus Archive (|
never did come up with a proper filing
system) it occurred to me that | could
much more easily pull all my digital
pictures of buses together. One tiny
memory stick with around 7,000 images
was put into a jiffy bag and sent off with a
normal postage stamp: much easier than
carting car loads of boxes to Droitwich!
One day more car loads of my photos will
make their way up the M5, but in the
meantime they have plenty to be getting
on with in lockdown.

MUKEDUM AND
HAYDON WICK
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Don’t forget digital! (continued)

An unusual MCV-bodied Volvo B7RLE of Richards Brothers in St Davids on the A new look was brought to Green Line service 757 in
411 from Haverfordwest in September 201 7. The much-reduced service is now December 2008 with Arriva the Shires & Essex’s new

TrawsCymru T1 I.

One major concern many of us have is
what our families will do with our
treasured photo collections when our
turn comes to make the one-way trip to
Barnsley. Will they carefully ensure they
are delivered to people who will conserve
them and cherish them, or is it easier just
to bung them on a skip with rest of our
superfluous stuff?

The danger is even greater with digital
images; they don’t even have a physical
presence to alert anyone to their possible
value. They may be on a defunct
outmoded device or on discs or drives
that no-one will think to look at and they
will be lost for ever.

Of course, the Bus Archive will always
want collections of ‘real’ photographs, but
it may be worth now considering what to
do with your digital photos to make sure
they don’t disappear into oblivion, with
the loss of possibly invaluable and unique
contributions to future understanding of
the bus industry’s history. Unlike physical
photographs it’s also simplicity itself to
keep your own copies. In my own case |
have an agreement that both the Archive
and | hold joint copyright in my photos
during my lifetime so I've not lost anything:
but hopefully future generations will
benefit from at least one or two of my
pictures. And they won’t even need any
shelf space.

and exotic three-axle Van Hools. This was somewhere
on the Dunstable Downs on the launch event.

How to
Donate your Digital Collection

We are often asked ‘what will happen to my digital photographs and the
other material held on my computer? and now we can provide an easy
solution. By transferring that material to us now (and topping it up with
new material as you go along) you can ensure that all is not lost when you
do pass away.

You can even agree with us the level of involvement you wish to retain in
your lifetime:

* You can transfer material to us with an agreement that we do
nothing with it until you die, when ownership and copyright passes
to The Bus Archive;

* As Stephen has done, you can agree to ‘joint ownership and
copyright’ with us during your lifetime which then changes upon
your demise;

* You can transfer ownership and copyright to us straight away.
As with physical collections, anything of a personal or family nature would
be returned to you or your nearest and dearest, or destroyed according to

your wishes.

And in addition to a memory stick, we can also accept photographs via
online transfer, CD/DVD and even old-style floppy disk.

If you would like to speak to us about donating your digital collection, simply

email us at hello@busarchive.org.uk.
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Leicester Trolleybuses?

An insight from the Geoff Lumb collection

As part of the very extensive Geoff Lumb
collection, we have a copy of a minute
which records the visit of Leicester
Corporation Transport Committee to
their counterparts at Huddersfield, to
inspect the latter’s system as part of an
evaluation into the potential use of
trolleybuses in Leicester.

The date is 30th December 1935 and the
General Manager of Huddersfield, Mr
Godsmark began by saying that he was a
native of Leicester so knew the city well;
in his view, the traffic conditions between
the two places were similar with high
peaks in the morning, midday and evening.
Huddersfield had replaced trams initially
with double deck oil engined [diesel]
buses on the Almondbury route while the
road was remade. When trolleybuses
were introduced, a speed of 18 mph was
achieved against 12 mph for the motor
buses. Local residents were at first
horrified about the prospect of
trolleybuses but were now delighted, in
view of their quiet operation, and
patronage had risen 16% against that of
the trams.

It was also reported that a factor in the
decision had been the ‘severe
competition’ from motor buses of other
operators (3,586 journeys in each
direction each week), which the
trolleybuses had successfully countered.

The issue of power supply was discussed,
and there was civic pride in Huddersfield
being able to sell its municipally-generated
electricity to its own transport
department. Petrol and oil supply and
price could not be controlled, and the
electric generation also gave work to local
miners. The overhead wiring was quoted
as costing between £3,000 and £4,000 per
mile.

Comparative costs of operation (per 100
seat miles) between types in the year
ending March 1935 was:

Tramcars  17.9d

Trolleys 14.9d

Omnibuses 20.5d

All of the trolley drivers had transferred
from being tram drivers, under the same
conditions. They were trained by the

AT A SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE PASSENGER TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
held:-

Mr. Brooks

Engineer) and Mr. F.

Mr. Frears Mr.

The Committee proceed by the 12-6 p.m. L.N.E.
train, arriving at Huddersfield at 2-10 p.m.

30th December, 1935.
PRESENT: -
Mr. Gooding, Chairman.
Mr. Adams Mr. Hill
Mr. Allen Mr. Hoggar

Ald. Parbury

Pentney

Mr. H. Pool (General Manager), Mr. A.G. Ling (Omnibus
Seymour (Town Clerk’s Department) also attend.

(Great Central)

The Committee proceed to the Huddersfield Corporation
Tramways Department Offices, where they are received by Mr. H.C.
Godsmark, General Manager and Engineer, and the Vice-Chairman of
the Committee, Ald. T. Woffenden,
through illness.

in the absence of the Chairman

A Huddersfield trolleybus 8 (VH 6751) new in 1934 and so would have been a prime example of the
municipal’s fleet at the time of the visit. It was a Karrier Eé with Brush bodywork, seating 64. (Norman
Treacher, copyright The Bus Archive, ref NT12/40754).

Corporation itself, and the length of
training depended on the individual man’s
ability — some took two to three weeks,
others two to three months. It was a
compelling argument put forward by the
Huddersfield delegation, who
were obviously proud of their
system and their achievements.
Alderman Woffenden summed up
the attraction of the trolleybuses
themselves as giving ‘better
acceleration, no changing of gears,
no smoke, no smell, no noise.

Despite this  whole-hearted
endorsement by Huddersfield,

Leicester decided to go for high capacity
diesel buses — batches of AEC Renowns
with 64-seat bodies by Northern Counties
and Metro Cammell were purchased in

1939 and 1940.
Roy Marshall photographed
A.E.C. Renown 321 (CBC 913) at Leicester Stadium on

I 7th July 1948 whilst it was working ‘Speedway Special’ duties.
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Municipal Managers in 1964

If the selection of the Liverpool General Manager in 1933 has whetted your appetite for all things (and people) municipal, we have
been sent a copy of an extract from Bus and Coach magazine for May 1964, which gives a photograph and biographical information
about every municipal manager then in post.

So, if you want to know G G Hilditch from F S Brimelow, R F Bennett from C W Baroth the 12-page document is available at our
Flickr site at https://www flickr.com/photos/145880868@N07/albums. There is far too much to reproduce as part of the newsletter
— but it’s an excellent reference document.

!

~ The men who run the municipal
bus fleets: a special 'Bus & Coach’
survey of all general managers of
local-authority transport systems
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With the publication of the Government’s Roadmap out of Lockdown, it
appears that there is now the prospect that we will be able to welcome back
researchers to our centres within the next few months. We will make an
announcement on our website when we are ready to reopen.

This newsletter is published by

The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall,
T H E WSI 3EB. Registered as a charity in England and

Wales (number |177343), set up as a Charitable
BUS Incorporated Organisation.

Newsletter editor: Philip Kirk
ARCHIVE Newsletter design and layout: Mike Greenwood

www.busarchive.org.uk
hello@busarchive.org.uk

the memory of the bus industry
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