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Julian Osborne

The name Julian Osborne (1952-2016) will be well-known to industry
professionals and enthusiasts alike, both for his work with Bus Users UK
and his contributions to Buses magazine. We have now received his
photographic collection, donated by his widow, Sue.

A lifelong enthusiast, Julian worked as a student conductor for Brighton,
Hove and District, and after graduation he worked for the British Airports
Authority and then British Airways for 23 years.

He retired aged 50 and returned to his hobby, joining Bus Users
UK, The Bus Appeals Body, and worked for various operators
including National Express and Abellio. He had a great interest in
Southdown’s Northern Counties bodied Leyland PD3 fleet – the
‘Queen Mary’ – and published the definitive work on the type.

Julian’s photographs span a very wide geographic and time span,
with digital images taken right up to his very sudden death. Below
are a couple of more modern examples.

A busy scene at Glasgow Airport with
First Wright-bodied Volvo B7TL 32574
(SF54 OTT) operating the frequent
shuttle service to the centre of the city,
and an MCV bodied MAN (AE56 LWM)
operated by NCP Parking.

An unusual shot, taken at Holloway
Circus in Birmingham. On the left is a
Plaxton President-bodied Dennis Trident,
V754 HBY, new to Metroline Travel of
London (and indeed still bearing its
London code and fleet number on the
roof) but operating with Thandi Coaches
and in Fort Dunlop branding at the time
of the photograph. Alongside is First
Midland Red Alexander bodied Dennis
Trident VX54 MUA probably operating
on service 144.

We are grateful to Sue for the donation; we share copyright on the images with the Osborne family who have
built their own website to give Julian’s photographic work the prominence it deserves https://julianosborne.co.uk.



Page 13

Enquiries, enquiries…

We have become the go-to place for enquiries from unusual sources. Recently we were approached by the
producers of TV programme George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces requesting a photograph of a Southdown ‘Queen
Mary’ in their heyday; we assume that this involves an episode where someone is converting a QM – a if it
wasn’t an amazing space already. We were happy to oblige with this Roy Marshall view of Pool Valley, Brighton
with 252 (BUF 252C) alongside 782 (RUF 182) - so be on the lookout of The Bus Archive on the telly.

Just as we were basking in our TV
fame, we were contacted by Kent
Reliance – no, not an AEC but a
building society. They are
celebrating an anniversary this year
and wanted an image of one of the
adverts they had had on East Kent
and Maidstone & District buses
over the years. Again, we were
delighted to oblige with this Harry
Hay shot of a M&D Bristol VR.
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How to Donate Your Collection

We receive lots of requests about whether we are interested in the collections which have been accumulated
by enthusiasts – our response is an unqualified YES!

When we receive a collection, we look through it with great care; if there are items which we don’t already
have then we will add these to our collection. If we do have it already then we will offer it for sale, to raise
much-needed funds for our charity.

So, if you are thinking of downsizing or if a friend or relative has passed on then please speak to us. We
organise pick-up, and we have only two conditions: the ownership of the collection passes to The Bus Archive,
and we are not able to pay for any collections.

You may wish to make provision in your will about your collection and/or include a cash donation to our
charity. Full guidance on wording is on our website at https://www.busarchive.org.uk/donate-in-your-will.shtml
but our suggestion is:

In the case of photographs which you have taken or your original research please also include the following
wording:

I donate the copyright on my photographs and research to The Bus Archive.

If you need to get in touch please email us at hello@busarchive.org.uk or write to us at 100 Sandwell Street,
Walsall, WS1 3EB.

I leave [amount and/or details of bequest] to The Bus Archive (registered charity number 1177343)
of 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall, WS1 3EB, for its general charitable purpose. I direct that a
receipt from the treasurer or duly authorised officer shall be a valid and appropriate discharge.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/145880868@N07/albums/72177720299436740/with/52114573453/

Crosville maps

Our Flickr feature this time is a booklet of detailed route diagrams for the newly-introduced Crosville through
services between Liverpool and Chester in 1960.
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Registered as a charity in England and Wales (number 1177343),
set up as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

Newsletter editor: Philip Kirk
Newsletter design and layout: Mike Greenwood

www.busarchive.org.uk
01922 629358
Phone line open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.00 to 16.00,
answerphone at other times. hello@busarchive.org.uk

How to Access our Collection

We have three Research Centres, each holding unique material:
• Droitwich, for original records
• Walsall, for publicity items and publications
• Acton, for London Transport records and timetables (still closed for the time being)

Search our online catalogue at www.busarchive.org.uk.

Correction

Mike Sutcliffe, the noted
preservationist of early
buses, writes to correct our
description of the Bedford on
the front cover of our last
edition. Mike quite rightly
says that it is a WLB type and
not a WTB as we stated.
Thanks Mike.


