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‘Travelling Home for Christmas’
Just as a change from a snow-filled view for our
December issue, we don’t know what time of the year
this image was taken in Victoria Coach Station but with
a little artistic licence we could imagine a very mild
December and give it a title of ‘Travelling Home for
Christmas’. In any case, the period detail is fantastic - just
look at the driver loading luggage onto the roof of a coach
in the background, and who knew that a bottle of Bovril
makes 100 sandwiches?
The coach at the front is Eastern Counties K44, a 1929 AEC Reliance which had received a second hand Dodson
coach body in 1935. It was new to Motorways, London with a Weymann full-fronted body and passed to Varsity
Express of Cambridge in 1932 then to Eastern Counties a year later. It last ran in 1940 before being sold after the
war to Bird, the Stratford-on-Avon dealer.

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE
Art Deco by the Sea with Harrington
The Next Generation of Enthusiasts
Rexine and Highways Holidays brochures
The Dead Parrot
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Harrington By-the-Sea
Our fame is certainly spreading! We have been contacted by
Bruce Peter, Professor of Design History at the Glasgow
School of Art, who is helping put together an exhibition
entitled ‘Art Deco by the Seaside’, which will be shown
initially at the Sainsbury Centre for the Visual Arts and then
elsewhere around Britain.
Professor Peter recognised that one of the features of a
number of seaside towns was the presence of coachbuilders
– for example, Plaxtons in Scarborough, Burlingham in
Blackpool and Harrington in Hove – and wanted to
represent this. We were delighted to assist and provided
some very nice material including this magnificent 1930s
brochure from Harrington.
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The Next
Generation

We were delighted to host a VIP visit for two of the industry’s
bright young talents – Andrew Sherrington (right), managing
director of First Cymru, and David Lee-Kong, (left)
operations director of Go South Coast. They are longstanding friends from their time together as management
trainees at Stagecoach, and also fervent enthusiasts. Andrew
and David visited both our Walsall and Droitwich centres,
and so were able to gain a full appreciation of the treasures
we hold.

At Walsall, he met a very kindred spirit in our volunteer John
Bennett for whom Felix was also an early interest – he
actually went to school from the age of six on Felix’s Crossley
and Dennis Lancet buses, and he recalled David’s greatgrandfather. Things got even better, as in our photograph
store we were able to find one of the man himself driving a
Bedford SB5, we believe sometime in the early 1970s. David
was understandably astonished and quickly shared this with
family and friends through his Facebook page.

The primary reason for their visit was a large donation of
material from First Cymru and its precursor company South
Wales Transport – 31 ledgers, 3 boxes of board papers and
numerous site plans. These cover the period from the very
start of operation and include The Swansea and Mumbles
Railway Ltd. and the numerous acquisitions of small operators
made over the years. The photo above of Andrew and David
includes one of the magnificent property ledgers – quite a
work of art in itself.
Despite holding senior positions in large modern
organisations, the visitors were highly enthusiastic about our
extensive files on small independent operators which were
their first interest. Andrew dug into the files on operators
the Oswestry area, many of which have not survived, along
with Crosville Cymru.
David had a rather more startling experience: his interest in
buses started from his great-grandfather having worked for
Felix of Stanley in Derbyshire.

David said: “This was an astonishing find and demonstrates
the fantastic collection of material in The Bus Archive. My
family are delighted about the photograph, and I am very
pleased with the range of timetables and other information
in the operator files. It has really increased my knowledge
and understanding of my favourite operator”.
Andrew added: “The breadth and depth of information held
here is astounding, and I am pleased to be able to donate
further material from South Wales to add to it. I will
encourage industry colleagues to do the same.”
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Rexine
The word may or may not mean something to
readers but the chances are that we have all had
(ahem) contact with it at one time. Rexine
Limited was a company based in Hyde,
Manchester and the product itself was a type of
‘leathercloth’; essentially cloth coated with a
mixture of cellulose nitrate, camphor oil and
alcohol and embossed to look like leather.
It was widely used in bookbinding and
upholstery, mainly on motor vehicles, cars, trains
and of course buses. The presence of cellulose
nitrate made it highly combustible in a fire.
These pages are taken from a brochure issued
by Rexine, entitled ‘Practical Hints for the Bus
and Coach Building Trades’ and has diagrams
showing which grade of Rexine is appropriate
for which surface. All this is backed up by a range
of sample designs of which we show a particularly
garish example; each sample has a reference
printed on the back.
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Highway Holidays
Index Publishers of Dunstable were significant supporters of
the transport industries. In addition to being official
contractors for timetables for London Transport, they
published the ABC Coach Guides and similar volumes for
railways, airways and shipping.
‘Highway Holidays’ for 1957 retailed at 2/6d but we suspect
that the majority were distributed free of charge to travel
agents and booking bureaux. With a painting of Corfe Castle
on its cover, it lists over 1,000 British and Continental coach
tours. We have selected just a couple of pages: ‘By Coach
through Britain by B Westlake’ and the listing on just one
page of Tartan Tours of London, Trent Motor Traction,
Ulsterbus, United Automobile Services and Swiss Coach
Tours; and all (presumably) at bargain prices – TRENT TOUR
No. 6 - 5 days in the Trossachs from Nottingham for £15.
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For rail, road haulage,
canal and vehicle
registration archives
The piece last time on taxation of motor vehicles was very
popular and so for this edition we return to our collection
from The Department of Transport Historic Library.

The first is a volume from 1809, entitled the Third Report
from the Committee on the Use of Broad Wheels and on
the Preservation of Turnpike Roads and Highways in the UK.

The diagrams are
hugely detailed and
include illustrations of
typical road profiles,
and an assessment of
how
these
are
affected by the use of
certain wheel types.
See below.

The layout is much like current day Parliamentary papers,
and its remit was to examine the use of ‘broad wheels’ and
to examine ‘what shape is best calculated for ease of draught,
and the preservation of the roads….’

The volume is a mine
of information – just
waiting for someone
to work on it!

Wheels on the Turnpike
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Railway Agreements
and Amalgamations
And if maintenance of the road
surface isn’t topical enough,
how about a series of volumes
on the Minutes of Evidence
taken
before
the
Departmental Committee on
Railway Agreements and
Amalgamations in 1909 – a full
century after the turnpike
volume.
These are a set of verbatim
minutes, with the early
questioning and evidence
centring on whether it was
appropriate
for
railway
companies also to have
ownership of harbours etc., in
the interests of competition.
The example given is the
‘possession’ of the port of
Hartlepool by the North
Eastern Railway, ‘in that case
they could, and probably
would, discourage the carriage
of coals by sea to London….’
Another volume holding a
huge amount of original
information!

To view these
volumes and any
of the other
40,000+ items in
our collections,
visit our
Research
Centres
(see page 12)
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E-mails

Facebook

John Kaye writes to give additional information about
Plaxtons at the Motor Shows (last edition)

Our Facebook page goes from strength to strength – now
with more than 800 followers – and provokes some very
interesting comments and debates.

Details of the unidentified Plaxton coaches at the 1962 and
the 1964 shows can be identified by the PSV Circle Editorials
of the period.
1962 - The SB has an Embassy II body and became 300 DBU
with Don, Southsea.
1964 - The SB became KMC 627C of Seville, Greenfield; the
Leopard was indeed the one for Gash, Newark (BNN 104C);
the third one was a Bedford VAL with a Plaxton Val body,
with top sliding ventilators, (not a Panorama) and became
BNF 490C with Mayne, Manchester.

Recent posts include a series of photos showing Timpson’s
headquarters and depot in Catford, a former Northampton
Dennis Lancet and a timetable for a 1962 Barton Nottingham
to Warsaw service. From our photo archives, we were also
able to show a Yeates-bodied AEC Reliance as it publicised
the Barton service, but it apparently lasted only one trip, with
bureaucracy and the heightening tension between East and
West (leading up to the Cuban Missile crisis) cited as reasons
for its failure. Thanks to Alan Oxley for this.

Peter Delaney comments on the item about the Taxation
of Motor Vehicles.

We also posted a video from our friends at the British Motor
Museum of a behind the scenes look at their archive: whilst
it is more advanced than our work, it really shows what we
are aiming for.

During World War 1, the Government used the Defence of
the Realm Regulations to prohibit the use of 'motor spirit' for
'pleasure trips' by motor charabanc, from September 1st
1916.

We post about two to three times each week on Facebook,
so please look for us at @thebusarchive, and like or follow.

Charabanc proprietors in Llandudno and Bournemouth
(amongst others, I think) made enquiries of both Customs
and Excise and the Home Office as to what was meant by
"motor spirit". The definition prescribed the flash point of
the hydrocarbon, so petrol was 'motor spirit' on that basis,
but paraffin was not. Some charabanc owners went to the
expense of having their vehicles modified to run on paraffin
- in such a way that no petrol was needed, even for starting
the engine. They were then prosecuted for using 'motor spirit'
The evidence in subsequent court proceedings included that
when chemical analysis was carried out, there was no trace
of petrol at all. Motor spirit was legally defined as a liquid that
gave off a flammable vapour at a temperature of under 73
degrees Fahrenheit and the fuel being used gave off a vapour
at a temperature of 115 degrees Fahrenheit. Despite that,
the charabanc proprietors were found guilty of using "motor
spirit" in their vehicles for pleasure trips.
140 degrees C (interesting that the specification has moved
to Centigrade / Celsius from Fahrenheit at that early stage)
would be 284 degrees F --- so including a much wider range
of fuels. The new definition would also include diesel oil,
which I think would not come within the earlier definition of
'motor spirit' ('spirit' was something that gave off a flammable
vapour, like petrol, whereas diesel and paraffin were
considered as combustible 'oils').
I wonder if it was as a result of the difficulties in those 1916
court cases that the Government moved to create the
"Departmental Committee on the Taxation and Regulation
of Road Vehicles"? I think it had been set up before 1920,
when an interim report apparently suggested the abolition of
tax on motor spirit.
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Odds and Ends

New Collections

Capturing those timetables
In the last issue, we appealed for new volunteers to join our
team of timetable gatherers – and what a response we had!
We now have several more counties covered but there are
still some ‘blanks’. If you think you could help (remember this
can be done from the comfort of your home) please contact
pat.russell@busarchive.org.uk to join the Bus Archive team.

In addition to the South Wales Transport collection
mentioned elsewhere in this edition, we are also receiving
material from many sources. We will update you on this in
the next edition, but one recent addition was from East
Yorkshire Motor Services and its previous chairman, Peter
Shipp. Peter has long been a supporter of the Bus Archive
and its precursor The Kithead Trust, and so we were
delighted to receive a significant quantity of material from
him when he sold the company to Go-Ahead.

Expired and Gone to Meet its Maker…
We continue to receive tranches of the excellent Geoff Lumb
collection, and amongst all the valuable material a pair of
letters caught our eye. With every respect to Messrs. Cleese
and Palin, these letters appear to predate the Monty Python
sketch by more than 40 years! Sadly, we have no record of
how things ended, not is it mentioned if it was a Norwegian
Blue (that’s enough Monty Python references, Ed.)

The first consignment was received last week, driven down
by David Nicholson, who was fascinated by our work. We
even unearthed a photograph of his father, Trevor, at an
EYMS long service event, to show him!

Unfortunately the originals are too faded be copied but here
is the text of each letter.
March 30/27
Mr W Smith
Live Stock Merchant
39 Tib St
Manchester,

Dear Sir,
With reference to our Mr P Firth’s
conversation with you yesterday re Parrot, we enclose
herewith cheque for £7 for Parrot & Cage as arranged.
Please wire or phone as by what train you are sending
same on and we will meet it.
Yours faithfully,
pp P & J W Firth
for P Firth

Chairman’s
Christmas Message
It’s been quite a year for us: we are delighted that The
Bus Archive has been so well received in both
enthusiast and industry circles, and equally pleased
that the (hidden) hard work behind the scenes to
create our new organisation and all it entails was
completed so seamlessly.

May 31/27

Our partnership with Classic Bus is working well –
we have had features on Routemasters in Gateshead,
National Express before its time, and even the
conversion of a railway to a coachway.

Mr W Smith
39 Tib Street
Manchester.

Dear Sir,
I very much regret to say that the parrot I
bought off you a short time ago, died this morning.
It was quite alright up to Sunday last, but late in
the day it gave up whistling altogether. It chirped
a little yesterday up to dinner time but after
that did nothing, and died this morning. I am quite
at a loss to understand the reason of its dying in
this way, and would like to know if you can make any
suggestion regarding it. As advised by you we fed it
on milk sop with a little Parish’s Chemical food in
its water.
I am, Yours faithfully,

As in every year, we must thank our team of
volunteers – now standing at a record high number –
for all their hard work in collecting, sorting,
cataloguing and storing the material we are now
receiving at an equally record rate. Thanks also to the
Friends of the Archive whose generosity keeps our
finances healthy.
Brian King, Chairman
The Bus Archive
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Dedication of The Taplin Room
The primary aim of any archive is to ensure the long-term
preservation of the material in its care, and at each centre
we are at great pains to ensure that we have a separate area
to take refreshments away from the collections.
At our Walsall Centre, we have been very fortunate that
Mrs Jean Taplin has provided funds for us to refurbish our
refreshment room in memory of her late husband, Peter.
Peter, a native of Derby, was a life-long Omnibus Society
member and a keen transport enthusiast, photographer and
collector.

Sadly Peter passed away in 2013 but his widow, Jean,
continues to attend meetings and outings; Jean herself was
no stranger to the bus world as her family are the
Woolliscrofts, of Silver Service fame.
We were delighted recently to invite Jean in to see the newly
created Taplin Room and to share lunch with her. Jean said
“I am delighted that the funds have been used in such a
wonderful way, to provide this room where volunteers and
visitors can meet and enjoy their meals. It is a wonderful
tribute to Peter and he would have approved greatly.”
With great thanks to Jean.

How to Explore
Our Collections
Our catalogue is available online at
www.busarchive.org.uk
We have three Research Centres, each
holding unique material:
• Droitwich, for original records
• Walsall, for publicity items
and publications
• Acton, for London Transport records
and timetables
Email or call to make your appointment
(see contact details below)

This newsletter is published by
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street,
Walsall, WS1 3EB. Registered as a charity in
England and Wales (number 1177343), set up as
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.
www.busarchive.org.uk
www.kitheadtrust.org.uk
01922 629358
Phone line open Monday to Thursday, 09.00 to
15.00, answerphone at other times.
hello@busarchive.org.uk

Page 12

