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A superb posed official photograph of Birmingham City Transport 2653, a Daimler CVD6 with locallyconstructed Metro-Cammell Carriage Works body. This was new in 1951 and was part of BCT’s massive
post-war fleet replacement programme which also saw Guy Arab and Leyland Titan chassis entering the fleet,
most as here with the radiator hidden behind the ‘Birmingham front’.
This bus lasted long enough to pass to West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive at the date of its creation
on 1st October 1969, although in a withdrawn state. It would pass to Hartwood Finance (dealer) in Rotherham
in 1970.
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incorporating

The John Aldridge Collection

We were delighted to have the collection of the late John
Aldridge donated to us last month. John’s widow, Christine,
was equally pleased that his collection of books, magazines,
papers and photographs will go to a good home. John was a
long-serving industry journalist, notably editing Bus and
Coach magazine and in retirement was the London area
contributor to Buses magazine.
He had to overcome some quite formidable resistance to his
chosen path: his mother had mapped out a career for John
as a lawyer and indeed he did enter the profession. However,
his real interest was in transport but not without some
personal cost. When he announced that he was leaving the
law, his mother demanded that he leave home and it was
some weeks before he was able to negotiate a way back. And
it is greatly to his, and our, good fortune that John persisted.
As a journalist, he collected an enormous number of official
photographs, such as that issued by the Ford of Britain (see
below) to proudly show off the batch of specially built ‘double
deck’ buses for the Ministry of Transport for the conveyance
of cycles and cyclists through the Dartford Tunnel. The
accompanying press release concludes with the immortal line
“A special compartment at the rear of the bus caters for
tricycles, tandems and penny farthings.”
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The John Aldridge Collection
John was also a prolific photographer in his own right and his
collection (in excess of 50,000 images) has been passed to us
along with the copyright for future use.

One of John’s images – a Bedford YMT new to Southern
Vectis but seen here much later in life with Solent Beeline in
Portsmouth.
John’s collection of books is highly comprehensive and
includes a number of quite rare and unusual titles. Here are
a few images from a book entitled “Bus Operating Practice”,
published in 1925 by the International Motor Co. in New
York, maker of Mack Buses (and Trucks). It is a guidebook
for those who were considering setting up a bus operation,
offering “…the results of intensive study of the bus operator’s
problems….” The 268 pages cover subjects such as “Selecting
Profitable Bus Fields” (sic), Operation, Selling the Service,
and even Indirect and Supplementary Revenue.
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More New Additions
David Grisenthwaite

Stephen Morris

David began work as a Tilling Group trainee in the early
1950s with United Automobile Services*, and although he
later left the industry his interest in buses and particularly
United activities in Carlisle never waned. Suffering from ill
health in recent years, David has taken the decision to donate
his extensive collection of papers to The Bus Archive where
they can be enjoyed by researchers.
*Interestingly, David was a Tilling trainee in the north-east at
the same time as the late John Birks (one of the founders of
our predecessor The Kithead Trust) was training with
Northern General, and again whose collection of papers is
now with us. The contrasts between the two groups’ training
schemes make fascinating reading!

Highly respected author and journalist Stephen Morris visited
us recently to see what we were up to and to donate the
first of what he promises is a large collection of photographs
he took during his long and distinguished career (although it
isn’t over yet!).
Stephen was very taken with the number of former bus
industry people who volunteer with us and met a few whom
he hadn’t seen for a few years. “I really must come back when
Frank Pick is making the tea” Stephen quipped.
Here we see one of Stephen’s photographs, of the batch of
13 Volvo B10Bs bodied by Northern Counties for London
General, and bearing the initials of Keith Ludeman, then MD
of LG and later Chief Executive of The Go-Ahead Group.
This batch subsequently worked at City of Oxford and our
director will tell the story of the fate of the registrations one
day….

Above is part of the David Grisenthwaite collection, a
hand-written list of ‘Twelve Journey Tickets’ sold in Wigton
in September 1936!

We look forward to receiving more of Stephen’s excellent
collection in due course.

Also amongst David’s collection is a vivid account of his early
days with United, including pen portraits of the characters
in headquarters at Grange Road, Darlington. This type of ‘eye
witness testimony’ is very valuable to researchers who may
know these names as only that.
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You see us Everywhere
(With apologies to the Bedford advert)
As you may have seen, we now have had a major feature in
Buses magazine, in addition to the regular slots in Classic Bus,
with more to follow. Both these magazines are very valuable
in keeping our name out there and a number of donations
and interest from potential volunteers have followed.
We are also using our industry connections, both to promote
The Bus Archive but also to fulfil our objective to act as its
memory. Here we see photographs from two recent events:
the first is at a regular dinner for retired National Bus
Company managers and directors, where we provided a
display of photographs from the Tony Whitehead collection
celebrating 50 years since the creation of NBC in 1969. The
attendees were also able to put a lot of names to faces in the
photos which will help us enormously in our future work.
Here is Bernard Davis – himself a regular attendee at these
events – putting the finishing touches to the display.

Bernard Davis

For the second event, we were contacted by Bill Hiron of
Stephensons of Essex and chair of ALBUM (Association of
Local Bus Undertaking Managers). ALBUM began in 1984 as
an association of managers and directors of municipal
undertakings and has since expanded to include all companies
not aligned to the major groups. Find out more at
www.albumbus.co.uk.

Thomas Knowles (previously of the Lancaster municipal)

Two of the stalwarts of the Association, Thomas Knowles
(previously of the Lancaster municipal) and John Owen
(previously of Thamesdown) were retiring from many years
of service to ALBUM and Bill asked if the Archive could
provide something from its collections to commemorate this.
We were delighted to help with copies of documents from
the Municipal Passenger Transport Association, which could
be said to be a forerunner of ALBUM itself. For Thomas, we
found a detailed break-down of the Lancaster fleet on the
day he was born, whilst for John it was a couple of letters
showing the most important things on the mind of his
predecessor at Swindon, again from the date he was born.
We are obviously too polite to give these dates, but the
Swindon one was about the disposal of women’s surplus
uniform now that they no longer employed female platform
staff, following the return of servicemen from war!

John Owen (previously of Thamesdown)
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Great Western Magazine
We have an excellent run of the Great Western Magazine, a
publication for the staff of the railway. In this edition from
1923 the General Manager reflects on the year to come and
records that the grouping of railways under the 1921 Act was
now complete (although three of the 27 subsidiary lines
remain to be absorbed).
There is a feature on how GWR was assisting employees to
buy their own houses – loaning up to 90% of the value, which
must not exceed £1,000. There is also open communication
on income and use of the railways, and finally a most
decorative presentation of the Officers of the Chief
Mechanical Engineers Department, including one W A Stanier
as Works Assistant. Of course Stanier would join the LMS
as Chief Mechanical Engineer in 1932.
As we find with staff newsletters for bus companies, these
are an invaluable source of information and social history.
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The Severn Barrage
We are continually amazed at the number of old documents
and books we discover in the archive which contain ideas and
studies which could happen today. The idea for building a
barrage across the River Severn has been around for more
than 150 years, and schemes have been promoted in that
time for various objectives such as transport, conservation
and power generation. In our collection we have a copy of
the report of the Severn Barrage Committee dated 1933,
which was set up in 1925 and chaired by Lord Brabazon.
The report examined the best site for the barrage, which it
concluded to be at the English Stones location, its effect on
tidal levels and navigation and finally on the likely cost and
the amount of electric power which could be generated.
There are the usual wonderful maps and diagrams of the
general and specific locations, along with an estimate of the
amount of power which could be generated and in turn the
amount of coal which could be saved. The scheme was halted
because of the outbreak of war and postwar the cost
estimates escalated alarmingly. There have been subsequent
studies and proposals, which understandably tend to be in
response to spikes in fuel supply and prices or environmental
concerns. The latest was led by a private-sector consortium
in 2011-14 but failed to win the support of the Government.
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PSV News
We recently received a
long-forgotten magazine,
P.S.V. News, described
rather portentously as
the ‘Official Organ of
Independent Bus and
Coach Operators and
Agents.’ This issue,
dated October 1935,
anticipated the Olympia
Commercial
Motor
Show between 7th and
16th November that
year, and carries a very
prominent advert for
Thomas Harrington, the
Hove coachbuilder.
The advert shows a very
stylish and modernlooking body on an AEC
Q chassis, which had a
side-mounted engine on
the offside of the saloon.
It is lettered for “Miss
Europe 1935”, a contest
won by the Spanish
entrant Alicia Navarro
Cambronero.
Inside, several pages
were devoted to coach
operators
serving
London, both for private
charter and for express
services.
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Westcliff-on-Sea
We have been examining the extensive collection which was
donated to us in the will of the late Derek Giles. Derek was
a very long-serving member of the Omnibus Society in parallel
to a successful career with Southend Corporation where he
became Operations Director before his retirement.
There will be more on the Giles collection in future
newsletters, but in this issue we concentrate on two booklets
from Westcliff-on-Sea Motor Services (which eventually
became part of Eastern National).
The first is a tour brochure from the 1930s which, in addition
to the usual listing of destinations and prices also showed
photographs of the latest coaches and an advert by Duple
Motor Bodies.

Page 9

The second booklet is entitled
“General Rules & Regulations for
Drivers and Conductors” and whilst
we won’t go into too much detail
here, it is the sheer number and
categories of regulations listed in the
index which is probably most notable.
Objectionable persons AND animals?
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Facebook
We continue to post on our Facebook page two or three times each week, and more than 1,700 people now follow us. It’s
a great way to keep up with what we are up to, and to get a glimpse at some items from our collections.
Two of the most popular posts in the last quarter have been of vehicles. The first is a view from the official Strachans collection
and people commenting on our page dated it as late 1945. From left to right is: United Automobile Bristol K6A (fleet number
BDO 38) GHN 838, then an unidentified bus from the same United batch of 11, St Helens Corporation Bristol K6A (fleet
number 50) DJ 9268, Caerphilly Corporation Guy Arab (fleet number 40) FTG 240, and finally another St Helens K6A, DJ
9267 fleet number 49. The Guy was withdrawn after a long life in 1965 and exported to Africa, the St Helens Bristols were
sold after 11 years (although one had a subsequent life with an operator in Kent). The Uniteds were all rebodied with 1949
ECW bodies in 1955, and GHN 838 was sold to Samuel Ledgard of Leeds three years later.

The second is an official AEC photograph from 1946. The
accompanying text reads: "Here seen passing over
Framwellgate Bridge, Durham, with Durham Castle in the
background, is one of two AEC 'Regal' 36-seaters fitted with
Burlingham bodies, which were placed in service during the
summer by Gillette [correct spelling was Gillett] Bros.
(Motor Services) Ltd., Quarrington Hill, Ferryhill. These
vehicles are used on the 'G.B.' [actually G&B] Services linking
W. Hartlepool with Durham and Bishop Auckland. In addition
to being employed on stage carriage work they have also
successfully undertaken certain private hire duties which have
taken them to the coast resorts of Scarborough and
Blackpool and as far afield as the Lake District and Edinburgh.
Gillette [Gillett] Bros. have been operating public service
vehicles since 1921 and have included AEC machines in their
fleet since 1930." Press Notice No. 1222, dated November 7th
1946. FUP 878 and its sister 879 would have full lives with
Gillett Bros, being withdrawn in 1958 and 1961 respectively.
The photo was posed on their first Saturday in service in May
1946, and the G&B routes never ran across this bridge.

Our friends at The PSV Circle produced a full list of the G&B
fleets in their Historic Journal of June 2018 still available at:www.psvcircle.org.uk (Select OTHER - Journals and Bulletins
- Historic [page 2])
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Odds and Ends

And Finally….

The Polytechnic Touring Association
Clive Burgess writes to answer our query from the last
edition about this Association. We speculated that it must
have been a substantial organisation, and Clive points out
that it originated as part of the original polytechnic – Regent
Street Polytechnic, now the University of Westminster –
although it became separate in 1911. In 1962 it was acquired
by the Sir Henry Lunn Ltd to become – yes, you’ve guessed
it – Lunn Poly, and later still became part of Thomson
Holidays.

John Jones is working on a Fleet History for the PSV Circle
on municipal operator Pontypridd (later Taff Ely). He was
very interested in the donation of a substantial collection
of records from Alex Wilson, the operator’s last general
manager. These include a superb run of transport
committee reports from the 1930s onwards, and one
particular report raised a smile. Whereas today some
companies have an upper limit on the weight of drivers, in
1931 the vehicles required such strength to drive that there
was an actual minimum limit!

Those Aircraft Seats
David Holding writes: I was interested in the piece on
"aircraft seats" because whilst I was at West Yorkshire Road
Car I observed some strange seats around the walls of the
Central Works and asked what they were. I was told that
these were "bucket" seats, which were apparently all the
rage on aircraft at the time. The GM, Hector Tuff, thought
that these would give passengers on the York City Tour a
better view and they were fitted to a Bristol LS coach for
the purpose. There was an adverse reaction, passengers
believing that no headrests meant it wasn't a coach but a
bus. The seats were taken out and replaced, thereafter being
used for Central Works staff to sit on while eating their
packed lunches.

How to Explore
Our Collections
Our catalogue is available online at
www.busarchive.org.uk
We have three Research Centres, each
holding unique material:
• Droitwich, for original records
• Walsall, for publicity items
and publications
• Acton, for London Transport records
and timetables
Email or call to make your appointment
(see contact details below)

This newsletter is published by
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street,
Walsall, WS1 3EB. Registered as a charity in
England and Wales (number 1177343), set up as
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.
www.busarchive.org.uk
www.kitheadtrust.org.uk
01922 629358
Phone line open Tuesday and Wednesday,
10.00 to 16.00, answerphone at other times.
hello@busarchive.org.uk
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